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it possible for the ministers of Edward VI to impose
a Protestant regime upon a Romanist majority, and allowed
Mary to enter upon a hateful marriage and to drag the
country into a disastrous war. It was this, finally, which
enabled Elizabeth to choose her own line in domestic and
foreign policy, to defer for thirty years the war with Spain,
and to resist, almost single-handed, the pressure for further
ecclesiastical change.

The Tudor monarchy was essentially a national monarchy.
It was popular with the multitude, and it was actively
supported by the influential classes, the nobility, the gentry,
the lawyers, the merchants, who sat as members of parlia-
ment at Westminster, mustered the forces of the shire as
Lords-Lieutenant, or bore the burden of local government
as borough-magistrates and Justices of the Peace. Had
these classes been recalcitrant, had they even been luke-
warm in their support, the crown would have been practi-
cally powerless. If proof of this were required, it would
be found in the fact that, while the Tudors, in spite of
countless difficulties, retained their ascendency for upwards
of a century, the Stewarts, who had in their hands all the
despotic agencies and twice the wealth of their predecessors,
lost it in one generation.

Now if this fundamental popularity may be predicated
of the Tudors in general, it belonged in an especial degree
to the last of the race. A strong monarchy was beneficial
in the days of Henry VIII, but it was indispensable in
those of Elizabeth. Henry VII had prospered, chiefly be-
cause his marriage put an end to the evils of a disputed
succession. Had Elizabeth died before 1587, the disasters
of the fifteenth century would inevitably have recurred.
'The dangers of political disorder could not in the reign
of the childless queen be long absent from the minds of
thinking men. No previous reign, for a century and a half
before her accessionpTiaZn^^
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